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Mechanical Joints: Unique Research Topic 

• Of interest to Academe 

• Of interest to Government 

• Of interest to Industry 

 

Hence, unique opportunity to work together in a very 

complex set of problems both in basic and applied research. 

 

In the process educate graduate and undergraduate 

students, produce papers, address and provide solutions to 

some of Industry’s problems, address some of 

Government’s needs, promote mechanical joints research 

as an important topic of research for society 
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• To succeed in this undertaking we need funding 

• Fact of life: Otherwise, despite of our good intentions, for 

many of us this will be not a first priority… 

• The Institutional Structure should facilitate this 

• We need to find ways to propose a long-term, flexible 

research plan that could initiate a dialog 

 

 

Mechanical Joints: Need (Sustained) Funding… 
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• Personal ideas: 

• Start by defining a set of benchmark computational and 

experimental benchmark problems with the goal to involve 

Academe/National Labs/Funding Agencies/Industrial Partners 

in a common effort → Define these problems together with 

industry and seek Industry’s help in promoting them 

• This will provide a set of ‘real’, interesting and difficult 

problems with the potential to drastically extend the state-of-

the-art in mechanical joints over span different scales 

• This will challenge us to work together, form teams to 

address these problems from different perspectives (instead 

of working in isolation) towards a common goal 

• With good future potential this might become a top priority for 

many of us and might form an interesting new paradigm for 

research collaboration between A/G/I 

• ‘Show what we can do’ and then proceed from there… 
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